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TurningTalk 

Editor’s Note 
By Joyce Arnold 

Thank you to all our contributors to the Turning Talk. Our cover photos are a bit of fun. See the membership report 
for full details. There is lots of interesting news and a full month of activities to read. Therese Richards and I will be 
doing a road trip this week to Swan Hill to see the opening of Terry Martin’s solo exhibition. We will report back in 
Turning Talk and on Facebook.  In case you didn’t know we have a private members only Facebook if you would like 
to join and a public Facebook account. Congratulations to Terry for his exhibition.  In case you are coming to Swan 
Hill, here is the information: 

 

Terry Martin, Moon, mango wood, 2025 
Saturday, February 7 to March 22, 2026 

Art Gallery of Swan Hill.  

A former Swan Hill resident, Terry is an internationally recognised wood turner and artist, exhibiting widely in 
Australia, Japan, France, Austria, USA and Germany.  With an understandable love for trees and their individual 
qualities of grain, colour and texture, Terry gives fallen timber a new and very beautiful life. 

Happy reading and if you have items for future editions, please send them to me at 

drjoycearnold6120a@gmail.com 

phone 04 66650 048. 
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President’s Report 
by Mike Dunne 

It was great to see the workshops back up and running 
in January.  

Competition 2026 

The competition milestone dates have now been 
confirmed and are outlined below. The presentation 
will be coordinated with the planned Open Day. 

●​ Entry forms and competition Rules and 
Conditions available in the club and on the 
club website from March 3rd  

●​ Submission of Entry Forms: by 5:00 p.m., 
Wednesday 25 June 

●​ Submission of Entries: by 5:00 p.m., Thursday 
9 July 

●​ Judging: Wednesday 15 July 

●​ Announcement of Winners and Presentation: 
Saturday 15 August 

 

Open Day 

An Open Day has been planned for August 15th. The 
open day will be coordinated with the announcement 
of the competition results and presentation. 

Membership Numbers 

It was pleasing to see the number of new members 
joining the club in 2025. We welcomed 51 new faces 
to the club, bringing our total to 250. 

 

Until next month. 

 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

By Richard Watkins 

At the January management committee meeting the 
financial reports for December and 2025 were 
presented. 

1. December Report​
At the end of December, we had $27,321 in our two 
operating accounts, compared to $36,485 and 
$23,152 at the end of November and October. The 
November figure was high because of the Mt Cootha 
exhibition Two investment accounts matured and 
were reinvested. A summary of our current 
investment accounts is given below: 

Account Maturity Date 

22310132 13 March 2026 

23427545  23 June 2026 

23559679  3 July 2026 

Major sources of income for December were: 
November exhibition; Bunnings sausage sizzle; Shop 
sales; Member training; and Membership fees. 

Major expenses for December were Workshop 
expenses. 

The sausage sizzle on Saturday, December 6th had 
sales of $2,755 and profit of $2,238. Many thanks to 
Australian Country Choice for donating the sausages 
again. We greatly appreciate ACC’s support with this 
important fund raiser. The Next sausage sizzle is 
Saturday, January 24 th, 2026. 

2) 2025 Report 

A summary of the key results for 2025 was presented 
along with the Balance Sheet, Profit and Loss, and 
Transaction List. The shop stock figures were updated 
to reflect end of year stock take. The 2025 financial 
records were sent to the auditor on Wednesday 
21/01/26. The annual figures will be reported at the 
AGM once the audit has been completed. 
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Secretary's Report 
by Binny Willis 

Management Committee Meeting 10th January, 2026 

Attendance: Mike Dunne, Alwyn Clark, Binny Willis, 

Richard Watkins, Neil Howard, Therese Richards, Barry 

Wilson, John Donaldson, Jan Chapman, David 

Williams, Katherine Ogg. 

1. Minutes​
The Minutes, as presented, were accepted. 

2. Correspondence​
The Correspondence List was presented to the 

meeting and accepted. ​
06/02/26 - John Reed’s proposal to cancel the Friday 

afternoon workshop and replace it with a Thursday 

morning workshop was accepted. 

3. Finance​
The Finance Report, as presented, was accepted. The 

Treasurer presented a comparison of Income & 

Expenditure for 2024 and 2025. The significance of the 

income derived from the Bunnings BBQs was 

discussed. 

4. Membership​
The Membership Report was presented and it is noted 

that membership now stands at 250. 

5. Workplace Health & Safety​
There were no Injury/Accident Reports. Visors were 

replaced on 5 of the WSQ Faceshields, and as this will 

be the last time that visors will be replaced, Members 

are to be notified that they will have to provide their 

own Faceshields in the future. Faceshields must 

comply with AS/NZS 1337.1. 2010. 

The Safety Manuals were reviewed and passed for the 

2026 year. 

6. Building and Grounds​
Mike Dunne hosted a visit from our Bunnings 

representative and her Manager who offered 

assistance with confirmed dates for 6 BBQs per year, 

the provision of paint and assistance with our Food 

Pantry donations. Neil Howard will render repairs to 

the Letterbox by replacing the rusted post.  

 

​
Issues regarding the Containers for Change was 

discussed with Jan Chapman to investigate an 

alternative provider. 

7. Tools & Equipment​
A report from John Carney was tabled and discussed. 

A new pen-mandrel set will be purchased, 2 new mats 

for the demonstration lathe in the auditorium will be 

purchased, the light on the demonstration lathe will 

be replaced with one with a longer goose-neck and 

the microphone for the headpiece for the video will 

be replaced. He reported that the chuck and lathe 

maintenance in December went well with the Stubby 

requiring a new drive belt and 3 chucks requiring 

further attention. All work has been completed in 

preparation for the 2026 opening. The compressor is 

about to be serviced. New Woodworking tools have 

been purchased and will be secured in the downstairs 

workshop. A Vicmarc lathe, Linisher and Drum Sander 

will be offered for sale. 

8. Events &  Activities ​
A Competition will be scheduled for late July. Actual 

dates to be confirmed. There will be an Open Day at 

the end of July. Preparations for the Belmont 

Showcase are underway with the arrival of brochures 

imminent. 

9. Governance ​
The Roles & Responsibilities of Committee Members 

was discussed and clarified. The issue of​
Succession Planning was raised and discussed. 

Meeting closed at 9.30am 
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Membership Report 

by Therese Richards 

Our front cover photos are due to  a little bit of fun when our December Badges order  went via Pennant Hills War 
Memorial Children’s Centre, NSW, and we received theirs. These “new” members are fake news but some of our 
members are now on staff at the Pennant Hills school.  

We have 4 real new members so far this year, please make them welcome: 

●​ Christine Neal  
●​ Jenny Kenny 
●​ Ken Bolton 
●​ Robert Thain 

We also celebrated members birthdays 

A special 80 wishes to our head Toymaker Terry. 

The following are the members who have birthdays in February 

●​ Stavros Counter  
●​ Tarrant Cauchi  
●​ Martha Myniam Nejman 
●​ Jane James 
●​ Dianne Bickhoff  
●​ Andy Filak  
●​ Tristan Dash  
●​ Marilyn Kunde  
●​ Andrew Chamberlain 
●​ Lynn Matthews 
●​ Peter Driessen  
●​ James Shaw 
●​ Dean Taylor 
●​ George Wolf  
●​ Paul Machin-Everill 

 

Members Only Facebook group 

A members only Facebook group serves as a virtual extension of the club, providing a space for 
members to share their projects, ask for advice, and stay connected even if they cannot 
frequently visit the club. This platform can also be used to announce events, share resources, 
conduct informal polls to gather member input on various initiatives and buy and sell 
timber/tools/equipment between members.  You can join the members only group on 
facebook via this link: Join WSQ FB Group or scan the QR Code. 
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Convenors’ Roster 
Mike Mason- Convenor 

Wk # Date Session Time Session description Convenor  Convenor 

1 2/02/26 Monday Arvo 2pm - 5pm Training program Mick Phythian - 

  2/02/26 Monday Evening 6pm - 9pm Training program Mick Phythian - 

  3/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop John Donaldson Bob Kennedy 

  3/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Downstairs Workshop/Toy group Barry Wilson Reg Weber 

  3/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Library Mike Mason Pete Wyer 

  3/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Shop Don McMillan - 

  3/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 1pm - 4pm Open Workshop Allan Short - 

  3/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 10.30am - 2.30pm Pyrography Group Joyce Arnold - 

  3/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 1pm - 4pm Box Making Reg Weber   

  3/02/26 Tuesday Evening 6pm - 9pm Open Workshop Mick Phythian Dan Woodward 

  3/02/26 Tuesday Evening 6pm - 9pm Pyrography Dan Woodward - 

  5/02/26 Thursday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop John Reed   

  6/02/26 Friday morn 8am - 3pm Toy Group Barry Wilson Peter Churchward 

  6/02/26 Friday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop John Carney  Neil Howard 

  7/02/26 Saturday morn 8am - 12pm Demonstration day - - 

2 9/02/26 Monday Arvo 2pm - 5pm Training program Mick Phythian - 

 9/02/26 Monday Evening 6pm - 9pm Training program Mick Phythian - 

 10/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Bob Kennedy John Donaldson 

 10/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Downstairs Workshop/Toy group Barry Wilson Reg Weber 

 10/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Library Mike Mason Pete Wyer 

 10/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Shop Don McMillan - 

 10/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 1pm - 4pm Open Workshop Brian Creese Keith Greenland 

 10/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 10.30am - 2.30pm Pyrography Group Joyce Arnold - 

 10/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 1pm - 4pm Box Making Reg Weber  

 10/02/26 Tuesday Evening 6pm - 9pm Open Workshop Mick Phythian Dan Woodward 

 10/02/26 Tuesday Evening 6pm - 9pm Pyrography Dan Woodward - 

 12/02/26 Thursday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Brian Creese  

 13/02/26 Friday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop John Carney  Lucas Watts 
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Wk # Date Session Time Session description Convenor  Convenor 

 13/02/26 Friday morn 8am - 12pm Carving Group Keith Greenland - 

 14/02/26 Saturday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Paul Machin-Everill - 

3 16/02/26 Monday Arvo 2pm - 5pm Training program Paul Machin-Everill - 

  16/02/26 Monday Evening 6pm - 9pm Training program Paul Machin-Everill - 

  17/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Rob McKee Alwyn Clark 

  17/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Downstairs Workshop/Toy group Barry Wilson Reg Weber 

  17/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Library Mike Mason Pete Wyer 

  17/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Shop Don McMillan - 

  17/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 1pm - 4pm Open Workshop Rob McKee John Dash 

  17/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 10.30am - 2.30pm Pyrography Group Joyce Arnold - 

  17/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 1pm - 4pm Box Making Reg Weber   

  17/02/26 Tuesday Evening 6pm - 9pm Open Workshop Rob McKee Brian Creese 

  19/02/26 Thursday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop John Carney    

  20/02/26 Friday morn 8am - 3pm Toy Group Barry Wilson Peter Churchward 

  20/02/26 Friday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Clayton O'Brien Alwyn Clark 

  21/02/26 Saturday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Paul Machin-Everill - 

4 23/02/26 Monday Arvo 2pm - 5pm Training program Paul Machin-Everill - 

 23/02/26 Monday Evening 6pm - 9pm Training program Paul Machin-Everill - 

 24/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Rob McKee Bob Kennedy 

 24/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Downstairs Workshop/Toy group Barry Wilson Reg Weber 

 24/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Library Mike Mason Pete Wyer 

 24/02/26 Tuesday morn 8am - 12pm Shop Don McMillan - 

 24/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 1am - 4pm Open Workshop Rob McKee - 

 24/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 10.30am - 2.30pm Pyrography Group Joyce Arnold - 

 24/02/26 Tuesday Arvo 1pm - 4pm Box Making Reg Weber - 

 24/02/26 Tuesday Evening 6pm - 9pm Open Workshop Rob McKee John Reed 

 26/02/26 Thursday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop John Reed  

 27/02/26 Friday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Mike Mason Alwyn Clark 

 27/02/26 Friday morn 8am - 12pm Carving Group Keith Greenland - 

 28/02/26 Saturday morn 8am - 12pm Open Workshop Paul Machin-Everill  
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Date Claimers 
Binny Willis. 

Demonstrations and Show & Tell Forums  All members must sign in and pay the $5 entry fee.  Starts at 9 am. 

Date Title Description 

Saturday, 7th February 

9am -12noon 

 

“Legs on bums” - ​
Dan Woodward 

You might well ask what this is all about! Come along and see 
what Dan can do to the ‘bottoms’ of bowls. 

Saturday 21st February 

9am -12noon 

Show and Tell There must be lots of things that you have done over the 
break, or that you have done with the ‘bottom’ of bowls, that 
you could bring along and talk about over a cuppa and a bikkie 
with your fellow Members. 

Saturday 7th March 

9am-12noon 

‘Parting is such sweet 
sorrow’ - 

Gary Bidgood and 
Keith Greenland 

This will be a joint demonstration by Gary and Keith and show 
you 2 very different methods of using a parting chisel, 
sometimes experiencing ‘sweet sorrow’, to produce a lattice 
effect on turned boxes. Each will use a very different method 
and equipment to produce the lattice effect on very different 
boxes.  

Saturday 21st March Show and Tell Were you brave enough to have a go at Lattice work?? 
Regardless, bring along what you have been working on and 
share it with your fellow Members. This is a great learning 
experience for all who attend and the perfect time to ask for 
advice, get some ideas and/or feedback on something that 
you have done.  

Saturday 4th April No Demonstration - 
Easter Saturday 

 

Saturday 18th April Show and Tell What kept you busy over the Easter break? Bring it along and 
share it with you fellow Members.  

Saturday 2nd May 

9am-12noon 

A Morning with 
Jean-Francois 
Escoulen 

Explore the intricate woodturning art of world famous 
Jean-Francois Escoulen through an audio-visual display 
prepared by the man himself and, with his permission, 
presented by his friend Terry Martin. 

Saturday 16th May  Show and Tell Bring along your latest work or simply come along to see what 
others have been up to.  
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Convenors Report 
by John Reed 

New Convenors 

As is the case with running any club, WSQ is 
dependent upon members volunteering for various 
tasks. In this regard, we are fortunate that the 
following five members have agreed to be Convenors 
of Woodturning workshops: 

●​ Clayton O’Brien 
●​ John Dash 
●​ Lucas Watts 
●​ Mike Mason 
●​ Neil Howard 

They have now completed their training and have 
commenced convening workshops. Thank you to all 
our convenors for their contributions to the club. 

Woodturning Workshop Changes 

Last year, WSQ commenced a trial of afternoon 
workshops on the 1 st and 3 rd Friday each month.  
Unfortunately, due to consistently poor patronage, 
these workshops have now been discontinued, 
effective from now.  

However, the Management Committee is committed 
to expanding our workshop offerings and, 
commencing on 5th February, a new Open Workshop 
will be run each Thursday from 8am to 12 noon. The 
Open Workshops will then be: 

●​ Tuesday Morning 8am to 12 noon 
●​ Tuesday Afternoon 1pm to 4pm 
●​ Tuesday Evening 6pm to 9pm 
●​ Thursday Morning 8am to 12 noon 
●​ Friday Morning 8am to 12 noon 
●​ Saturday Morning (except 1st Saturday) 8am 

to 12 noon 

 
 

Pen Making Course 

A pen making course is being held over three 
consecutive Wednesdays, commencing on Wednesday 
4th February.  Each session runs from 8.30am until 
approximately 12noon.   

The course is excellent for all skill levels; from the 
inexperienced to the more experienced wishing to 
hone their skills. You will be guided by the very 
capable Don McMillan and will complete two pens. 

The course cost is $75.00 which covers all materials 
and a set of printed notes.  The usual $5 workshop fee 
also applies. 

There are two spots available for the course. If you are 
interested in attending, please contact John Carney via 
email at jscarney83@gmail.com. 

 

Note to all turners from Mick Phthyian 

 

Mick has cut some timber up and priced it from $1 to 
$5. There is some camphor, jacaranda, and silky oak. 
Some pieces are good and some not much colour but 
good for the newer turners to practice on.  
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Pyrography Report​
By Joyce Arnold 

We are looking forward to our pyrography for 
beginner’s course. I hope you can make it but get your 
name to the secretary asap as numbers are limited. 

 

 

We would like to give a heartfelt thanks to Terry 
Martin for his donation of his pyrography machine. 
This will help new members learn pyrography but this 
is available to all members to use. It will be kept in the 
pyrography cabinet if you are looking to use one of the 
club machines.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Library Displays​
by Joyce Arnold 

Thanks to the team and all the contributors who have 
loaned their artwork, we have another collection for 
each of the Northside and Southside displays. Go 
along and check out the impressive displays. 

●​ February​ Stones Corner​ Arana Hills 
●​ March​ ​ Carindale​ Banyo 
●​ April​ ​ Carindale​ Brackenridge 
●​ May​ ​ Nundah 
●​ June​ ​ Holland Park​ Kenmore 
●​ July​ ​ Sunnybank Hills​Everton Park 
●​ August​ ​ MtGravatt​ Everton Park 
●​ September​ Inala 
●​ November​ Cooper’s  Plains. 

Toy group update 
As a part of our efforts to build meaningful 
relationships with Bunnings in Mt Gravatt the club was 
asked to contribute to an upcoming kids workshop 
event to be held in store.  

The toy group and other members jumped at the 
chance to design and fabricate 30 robots, that were 
provided in parts for the young people to decorate 
and assemble in the workshop. Thank you to everyone 
who lent in, to help get this ready on short notice! 
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Carving Report 
by Keith Greenland 

I would like to highlight the work and assistance of 

two of our wood carving members. Di and Sue are 

“frequent fliers” in our group. 

Sue has produced a portfolio of 3d wood carving 

patterns for herself and others in the group to use. 

These patterns have been an outstanding success in 

introducing members to wood carving. The chosen 

material is photocopied and glued to a wood block. 

The outline is then cut on either the bandsaw or scroll 

saw followed by detailed work with knife and chisel. 

The final product is a wonderful gift or keepsake. 

One of many such templates and the resultant work is 

shown below: 

 

Examples of such work is shown below. These are a 

small example of work produced by Di during her time 

in the group. 

 

The efforts of these two exemplify the sharing and 

support within our wood carving group. The group 

appreciates their efforts. 

Our group would like to extend a heartfelt thank you 

to those members who have generously donated tools 

to us. Each donated tool represents more than just 

equipment. It represents encouragement, shared 

passion, and belief in the value of craftsmanship. We 

are deeply grateful for your support and for being part 

of a group that values sharing, learning, and making 

things by hand. Thanks to Ruben for the tools shown 

below. 

 

Long shaft, double cut carbide cutters: These cutters 

are best suited to die grinders and, as such, will only 

be used by members with experience in this type of 

carving. 
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Pneumatic disc cutter: This cutter will only be used by 

members with experience in this type of carving 

The tools below have been donated to the club by Ben 

Guha estate: 

 

Handheld rotary tool with accessories 

 

Handheld Micro Rotary Tool: Due to the low torque, 
this tool with the diamond burs is best suited for 
cleaning up edges in pierced work. 

Thank you again to those who have donated the 

equipment to WSQ and the wood carving group. 
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Short Story of Ben Guha. 

A Memory from Rob McKee 

Ben was born in India, moved to Canada after he was 

married before immigrating to Australia in the 1980’s. 

He became a student of mine in 2003 as he wanted to 

learn how to turn wood. Ben attended most of my 

Woodturning Courses and quickly mastered them all. 

During this period he also joined the Woodturners 

Society of Qld as many others did to meet and share 

his love of the Craft. 

Ben was always creative and so keen to learn new 

skills he soon began to attend Turnfest – Australia’s 

Premier Woodturning Symposium. In 2006 he met and 

befriended Binh Pho at the Kooralbyn Resort where 

Turnfest was running that year. Binh was an 

International Woodturner/Artist that David Drescher 

had invited to demonstrate his Work; Forms that 

made him famous. Ben was so excited with Binh’s 

work that he dedicated himself to emulate his work 

and create forms that used the Techniques and Skills 

of Binh Pho but with Ben’s own twist. The Monarch 

Butterfly was to become Ben’s signature image on his 

new work and dominated many of his pieces. Binh 

Pho demonstrated at Turnfest in Australia several 

times and Ben would always attend to catch up with 

his friend and learn more skills. 

In 2009 Brian McEvoy from Canada was invited to 

demonstrate at Turnfest at the Radisson Resort on the 

Gold Coast and once again Ben was excited to meet a 

fellow Wood Artist like himself. Brian had designed 

and made a special Hollowing System that made 

hollowing thin forms easier and less problematic. Ben 

quickly made his own hollowing Tools created around 

the ideas Brian had shown us all at Turnfest 2009. A 

couple of Ben’s Hollowing Tools reside in our Tool 

Store. Many members have been using them without 

knowing the full story of how and why they were 

made. 

Ben also cooked beautiful Curries and those of us who 

were lucky enough to share a meal at Ben and Ursula’s 

home can attest to this. Also, he played a mean game 

of golf. One of his favorite sporting activities. 

Ben will be remembered for his friendly smiling face, 

his bubbly personality, and his creative flair that he 

just wanted to share with everyone. 

Ben passed away from cancer in late 2025. Miss you 

Ben. 

 

Art by Ben Guha. 
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Woodturners Society of Queensland Incorporated 
Management Committee 

President: Mike Dunne 0410 400 954  
 President@wsqld.org.au 
Vice President:  Alwyn Clark 0414 622 715  

 
vicepresident@wsqld.org.au 
 

Secretary:  Binny Willis 0438 091 053  
 secretary@wsqld.org.au 
Treasurer:  Richard Watkins 0418735909 

Assistant Treasurer 
 
Membership: 

treasurer@wsqld.org.au 
 
Jan Chapman ,0403777432 
 
Therese Richards 0437516954 
membership@wsqld.org.au 
 

Members Barry Wilson 0409 260 786  
 Therese Richards 0437516954 
 David Williams 0411 126 215 
 John Donaldson 0407 022 403  
 Katherine Ogg 0431 193 987  

 
Neil Howard 0409 980 057  
Jan Chapman 0403777432, 

  

 
  
 

 

  

 

Other Positions 
Newsletter Editor:  Joyce Arnold 0466 650 048 
Web Coordinator:  Murray Ralph 0427 115 359  
Librarian: Mike Mason 0431 825 571 
Assistant Librarian  Peter Wyer 0402 688 948  
Storekeeper:  Don McMillan 0439 704 622  
Training Manager:  Rob McKee 0419 735 926  
Asst. Training Manager:  Mick Phythian 0413 496 107  

 
19 Pine Street Greenslopes 

www.wsqld.org.au 
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