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A lot has happened in the last month and there are quite a few things coming up.   

Mt Coot-tha Exhibition 

First, let me start with some fantastic news.  The Mt Coot-tha Exhibition held last weekend achieved our 

best ever result with sales of $19,100 which is some $5,000 better than the existing record.  On top of 

this, the café and door raffle also generated $1,400 in revenue.  Thank you to all the exhibitors and 

volunteers who contributed over the weekend, including those who stepped up at the last minute to 

cover some unplanned absences.  Whilst not wishing to single anyone out, I think special thanks are 

due to those at the sales counter who were under a lot of pressure for much of the weekend to process 

and wrap the purchases and keep the queue to an acceptable length. 

 
The Saturday Morning Crowd 

 
The Steady Flow of Customers at the 

Sales Counter 
 
The final result for the weekend is yet to be determined as some expenses are still outstanding, but our 

finances will receive a welcome boost following the cancellation of the August exhibition. 

Apart from the financial outcome, we also took many membership enquiries and received a new 

membership application. 

Long Serving Members 
 
During the month, it was a pleasure to present 30-year membership badges to John Byrne and Derek 
Giles who both joined the Society in September 1991.  They have both joined an elite group of 17 
members with more than 30 years’ membership.  “Special” morning teas were held to acknowledge their 
achievement and to thank them for helping to develop the club that we know today. 

 

   Presidential 

   Words  

     For December 2021 

 

 

 

mailto:WSQ@bigpond.com
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Peter Wyer Welcomes John Byrne to the 

30 Year Club 

 
Patron Ian McKenzie Presents Derek 

Giles with his 30 Year Badge 
 

Special General Meeting 

Our Special General Meeting was held on Tuesday 16 November, and we were honoured to have our 

Patron, Ian McKenzie in attendance.  At the meeting, the constitution changes to comply with new 

legislation and to assist with our charity status application were approved. 

It was my pleasure to announce that 
the Member of the Year Award 
winner is Alan Loxton.  Alan is 
always the first to volunteer, 
especially for the “dirty jobs”, and 
quietly beavers away in the 
background.  It is members like Alan 
who form the backbone of the 
Society.  Congratulations Alan; a well 
deserved recognition. 
 
Binny Willis presented Alan with his 
well-earned award a week after it 
was announced. 

 
 

 
Also at the meeting, our committee for 2022 was declared unopposed.  The committee is 

President John Reed 
Vice President Mike Dunne 
Secretary Binny Willis 
Treasurer Mallick Ramlackhan 
Committee Members Alwyn Clark 

Barry Wilson 
Bob Kennedy 
Brian Creese 
John Donaldson 
Philip Oostenbroek 
Reg Weber 

 
My thanks to retiring member, William Darbishire, for his contribution to the committee this year, 

particularly in relation to the constitution review and to the charity registration process.  Welcome to  

Mallick who has volunteered to take on the Treasurer’s role, and to Brian for his third stint on the 

committee.  I look forward to working with you next year. 

Other Club Positions 

During the year, I have raised on several occasions the need for volunteers to assist with the numerous 

tasks required for the Society to run efficiently.  Following the SGM, we went through a process of filling 

these volunteer positions.  The outcome is: 
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Position Sub Positions Name 

Librarian  Peter Wyer 

 Assistant Librarian Vacant 

Turning Talk Editor  Geoff Holbeck 

 Assistant Editor Vacant 

Head Convenor  Bob Kennedy 

 Convenor Roster Mick Phythian 

 Toy Group/Downstairs 
Workshop 

Peter Churchward 
Barry Wilson 

 Alzheimer's Group Bob Kennedy 

Events Co-ordinator  Mike Dunne 

 Swap & Sell Vacant 

 Open Days Vacant 

 Mt Coot-tha Rob McKee 

 Bunnings John Carney 

 Christmas Party Sue Kennedy 

 Christmas Markets Harold Wiltshire 

Web Administrator  Mike Dunne 

 Publicity/Social Media Vacant 

Competition  Richard Cooper 

 Competition Assistants (6) Rick Harrison 
Alwyn Clark 
Lee Wilson 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Vacant 

Demonstrations/Forums  Binny Willis 

Training Manager  Rob McKee 

 Asst Training Managers Wayne Molloy 
Mick Phythian 
Paul Machin-Everill 

Building/Workshop Manager  Reg Weber 

Membership Secretary  Alwyn Clark 

Library Displays  Geoff Holbeck 
John Byrne 

Shop Manager  Don McMillan 

 Shop Assistants Don Randall 
Elaine Jonsberg 
Terry Green 

Welfare Officer  William Darbishire 

I/T Manager/Programme 
Development/Maintenance 

 Vacant 

Safety Officer  Vacant 

Providore  John Carney 

 

As you can see, there are still a few vacancies, so if you have experience and/or you are interested in 

these positions, please let me know and we can discuss what the roles entail. 

Christmas Party 

At the last committee meeting it was decided that, as we are still restricted by the one person per two 

square metre rule until at least 17 December, it will be impractical to hold a sit down Christmas party 

so, reluctantly, we have cancelled it again this year. 

In lieu, we will hold a sausage sizzle type lunch on Tuesday 14 December, following the annual 

workshop clean up.  All are welcome to both the clean-up and lunch; there will be no workshop fee that 

day. 

Vaccination Status 

Also at the meeting, it was decided that, in view of the demographics of our membership, we will require 

all members and visitors to be fully vaccinated from 1 January 2022.  Upon entry, after checking in with 
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the “Check In Qld” app, you will be required to show your phone to the convenor as proof of your 

vaccination status.  If you don’t have a phone, please provide a copy of your vaccination certificate to 

our Membership Secretary, Alwyn Clark, so that your status can be recorded. 

There are a few different ways to add the COVID certificate to the app, and for those who are unsure 

how to link it, I suggest you look at the following site: 

https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld/digital-vaccination-certificate 

Our New Website 

After much work, our new website went live last week.  My thanks to Toni Dowd, Richard Symes and 

Mike Dunne for their efforts in getting this long-awaited project to fruition.  Please have a look at the 

website at www.wsqld.org.au; I’m sure you will be impressed. 

In conjunction with the launch, we also took the opportunity to refresh our logo, with the result being: 

 
It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the efforts of Gary Bidgood in managing the old website 

over more years than I can recall.  Thank you, Gary! 

 
Woodworkers “Must Have” Raffle 

The raffle was drawn at the close of the Mt Coot-tha Exhibition with the winner of both prizes being our 

member, Don McMIllan.  I’ll make sure I have my arm around Don next time I buy a ticket in the hope 

that his luck rubs off!  Congratulations Don! 

The raffle raised $2,530 for the club.  This would not have been possible without the generous support 

of our sponsors: 

  
 
Christmas Markets 

We have been invited to participate in two Christmas Markets.  Firstly, at the Bunnings Mt Gravatt 

Christmas Night Markets, and secondly, at the Wellers Hill Bowls Club.  Please see the later article for 

more details.  Your support of these events is encouraged as they are excellent opportunities to enhance 

our exposure and relationships with the community. 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 

Bunnings Mt Gravatt has kindly allocated us another sausage sizzle on Sunday 23 January 2022.  As 

this is shortly after our January re-opening, we are now asking for volunteers.  The more we have, the 

less time you will need to spend at the sausage sizzle.  When volunteering, please also indicate if you 

can assist to load up the eskies, supplies etc. at Pine Street and to return them in the afternoon and to 

account for the unused supplies.  Most are probably unaware that we are required to provide Bunnings 

with an accurate accounting of what we sell.  These tasks have recently fallen to a couple of people, 

and it makes a long day for them. 

https://www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld/digital-vaccination-certificate
http://www.wsqld.org.au/


 Turning Talk – December 2021 

7                                                       August 2020 

Woodturners Society of Queensland Inc.  Page 5 of 16 
 

A volunteer’s sheet will be on the notice board at Pine St.  If you won’t be on premises, you can advise 

John Carney of your availability at jscarney83@gmail.com or on 0449 011 759. 

Please lock it into your calendar. 

Until next month, 
 
John Reed 
President 

WSQ Polo Shirts 
It has been more than a few years since the 
last batch of WSQ polo shirts was ordered.  A 
look around the workshop will reveal that these 
shirts have been well loved and are starting to 
look a bit well worn.  It’s time to order some 
new ones so that new and old members can 
spruce themselves up in the club’s colours. 
 
An order will be placed for the supply of these 
shirts on February 8 next year.  Orders must 
be with me by midday. 
 
It is anticipated that the cost of the shirts will 
remain at $55.  The shirts are not supplied with 
pockets.  Members requiring pockets will be 

supplied with sufficient material to have a 
pocket sewn on. 
 
Members wanting to buy one, or more, of 
these shirts can order by emailing me at 
donwmcmillan@hotmail.com , or 
phoning/texting me on 0439 704 622.  You 
should include your name, quantity required, 
size, and phone number.  Alternatively, you 
can add your details to a list that will be placed 
on the Notice Board. 
 
Don McMillan 
Shop Manager 

Library News 
 
As of January 2022, Peter Wyer will be the 
Librarian.  We are still looking for an assistant, 
until we do, I will assist him. 
 

I will be continuing as Membership Secretary. 
 
Alwyn Clark 
Librarian 

Jest a Moment 
Where to go without leaving home 

I have been in many places in my life, but I've 
never been in Cahoots.  Apparently, you can't 
go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with 
someone. 
 
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one 
recognises you there. 
 
I have, however been in Sane.  They don't 
have an airport; you have to be driven there.  I 
have made several trips there, thanks to my 
friends and family.  I live close so it's a short 
drive. 
 
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have 
to jump, and I'm not too much on physical 
activity anymore. 
 
I have also been in Doubt.  That is a sad place 
to go, and I try not to visit there too often. 
 
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very 
important to stand firm. 
 

Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there 
more often as I'm getting older. 
 
One of my favourite places to be is in 
Suspense!  It really gets the adrenalin flowing 
and pumps up the old heart!  At my age I need 
all the stimuli I can get! 
 
And, sometimes I think I am in Vincible but life 
shows me I am not. 
 
People keep telling me I'm in Denial but I'm 
positive I've never been there before! 
 
I have been in Deepshit many times; the older 
I get, the easier it is to get there.  I actually 
kind of enjoy it there. 
 
So far, I haven't been in Continent, but my 
travel agent says it is on the list. 
 
Anonymous 
WSQ Member 

  

mailto:jscarney83@gmail.com
mailto:donwmcmillan@hotmail.com
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Diary for December 2021 

  Date Day Session Title Convenors  Convenors Time 

Week  1 02/12/2021 
Thursday 
Morning  

Convenor 
Workshop All Convenors  9am Till 12pm 

Week  1 03/12/2021 Friday Morning  Open Workshop   8am Till 12pm 

Week  1 03/12/2021 Friday Morning  Toy Group Barry Wilson 
Peter 
Churchward 8am Till 3pm 

Week  1 06/12/2021 Monday Night Training Program Mick Phythian 
Paul Machin-
Everill 6pm Till 9pm 

Week  1 07/12/2021 
Tuesday 
Morning  Open Workshop Wayne Molloy 

Bob 
McGeechan 8am Till 12pm 

   Tuesday Arvo Open Workshop Bob McGeechan  1pm Till 3.30 

   Tuesday Arvo Training Program Wayne Molloy  1pm Till 4pm 

   

Tuesday 
Evening Open Workshop Mick Phythian 

Dan 
Woodward 6pm Till 9pm 

   

Tuesday 
Morning  Library Alwyn Clark   8am Till 12pm 

   

Tuesday 
Morning Shop Don McMillian  8am Till 12pm 

   Tuesday Arvo 
Pyrography 

Group Rosie Thornton  

1pm Till 
3.30pm 

Week 2 09/12/2021 
Thursday 
Morning  Project Tuition Rob McKee  9am Till 12pm 

Week 2 10/12/2021 Friday Morning  Open Workshop Alwyn Clark  8am Till 12pm 

Week 2 11/12/2021 
Saturday 
Morning Open Workshop Brian Creese  8am Till 12pm 

Week  2 13/12/2021 
Monday 
Evening  Training Program Mick Phythian 

Paul Machin-
Everill 6pm Till 9pm 

Week  2 14/12/2021 
Tuesday 
Morning  Open Workshop Wayne Molloy John Carney 8am Till 12pm 

   Tuesday Arvo  
Closed For 
Cleaning   

1pm Till 
3.30pm 

   Tuesday Arvo 
Closed For 
Cleaning B.B.Q.  1pm Till 4pm 

   

Tuesday 
Evening  Closed  6pm Till 9pm 

   

Tuesday 
Morning Library Alwyn Clark  8am Till 12pm 

   

Tuesday 
Morning Shop Don McMillian  8am Till 12pm 

   Tuesday Arvo 
Pyrography 

Group Cancelled  

1pm Till 
3.30pm 

Christmas Shutdown from PM Tuesday 14 December 2021 

to AM Tuesday 11 January 2022 

 

Mick Phythian 
Convenor 
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Date Claimers 
for Demonstrations and Show & Tell Forums 

 
Our Demonstrations on the first Saturday morning of each month are an excellent way to learn new 
skills and ideas from our talented demonstrators.  You will have the opportunity to ask questions of our 
demonstrators and see a project evolve before your very eyes. 
 
The Show & Tell Forum on the third Saturday morning of each month are designed to give you a couple 
of weeks to have a go at the project demonstrated the fortnight before, and bring your complete or 
incomplete attempt to receive feedback on your efforts.  This is a fabulous learning opportunity, 
particularly for relatively new members and those wishing to further develop their mastery of skills and 
techniques. 
 

Date Demonstration Show & Tell Forum 

4 December 2021 
 
 
 

Rob McKee – Square Winged Bowl 
This is the cancelled demo from July 
because of a lockdown. 
 

This session will be made 
available on Zoom to your internet 

connected PC and/or mobile 
device.  The WSQ Zoom 

Connecton Information Is 
available on page 15 of this 

newsletter 

 

  There is no Show and Tell in 
December because the workshop 
will be closing on Tuesday 14 
December 

5 February 2022 
 

John Carney - Using epoxy resin on 
a bowl 
John will talk about the preparation 
and curing of epoxy for use as fill 
and decoration on a bowl he turns. 

 

19 February, 2022  A bumper Show & Tell this month 
with all the projects you have 
undertaken during the break.  Bring 
along your winged bowls from Rob 
McKee’s December demonstration 
and your efforts using resin as a 
result of John Carney’s February 
demonstration.  Of course, any 
other pieces of turning, new tools or 
other equipment that Santa may 
have delivered are also welcome. 

5 March 2022 Dan Woodward - ‘Finial Fiesta’ 
Dan is renowned as a fine finial 
maker and he will impart his 
knowledge as he demonstrates the 
making of a range of finials 

 

19 March 2022  Come along and show us your finials 
and attempts at finials and talk 
about what you have been up to in 
your workshop during the month. 
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Date Demonstration Show & Tell Forum 

2 April 2022 Theo Haralampou - ‘All things 
Easterish’ 
Theo needs no introductions but 
come along and watch him turn 
items that have an Easter theme. 

 

16 April 2022  No Show & Tell this month because 
of Easter. 
 

 
I am looking for suggestions for the 2022 Demonstration calendar. 
 
Is there some project or some skill that you would like to see as the topic of a Saturday morning 
demonstration at Pine Street?  Please let me know and every effort will be made to feature it in our 
monthly demonstration schedule. 
 
Do you have a particular pet project that you like to turn?  Would you be prepared to demonstrate it to 
your fellow members of WSQ Inc.? 
 
Binny Willis 
Secretary 
 

Secretary’s Jottings 

Important information from the Management Committee meeting held on 13 November 2021. 

1. In his Finance Report, the Treasurer 

noted that the Solar Panels are now 

paid off.  This represents a significant 

reduction in the monthly bills and 

money that can be re-directed 

elsewhere.  He noted there is still 

concern with expenditure and it was re-

iterated that all expenditure must be 

cleared with the President, Vice 

President and Treasurer before any 

costs are incurred. 

2. Phil Oostenbroek volunteered his 

services as a JP to members attending 

Pine St. on a Tuesday morning. 

3. John Reed has finalized the 

Competition review committee and 

they will commence a thorough review 

early in the new year. 

4. There was a considerable discussion 

about the preparations for the Mt Coot-

tha Exhibition.  It was noted that there 

was a severe shortage of volunteers 

and unless more come forward, 

exhibitors will have to be rostered to fill 

in the vacant spots. 

5. Bob Kennedy reported that 3 new 

Convenors had successfully completed 

their course and would be added to the 

workshop roster. 

6. Work has commenced on developing 

the 2022 Calendar. 

7. There was much discussion on the 

opportunity to participate in a 

Christmas Market at Bunnings Wecker 

Rd on Thursday evening 9/12 and at 

the Wellers Hill Bowls Club on 12/12 

between 10am and 4pm with members 

being asked to donate items and all 

proceeds going to WSQ. 

8. With great reluctance it was decided 

not to go ahead with the Christmas 

Party as we are still required to abide 

by the social distancing rules in the 

Auditorium. 

9. The plans for the SGM on 16/11 were 

reviewed noting that a nomination for 

all positions had been received by the 

due date and Derek Giles would be 

presented with his 30 year Membership 

Badge by our Patron, Ian McKenzie.  

Sue Kennedy would prepare the 

morning tea. 

10. It was resolved that there would be 2 

hours added to the January meeting for 

a review of the Strategic Plan and the 

determination of the 2022 priority 

actions. 

11. Mike Dunne reported that the launch of 

the new WSQ website was imminent 

and that he was receiving instructions 

on how to add items of interest. 

12. Bob Kennedy reported that the 

mandated Fire Drill had been 

successfully completed and the 

appropriate entry made in Fire 

Evacuation Record. 
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13. John Reed spoke about a fire incident 

that took place on 2 November.  It was 

resolved that No Smoking signs would 

be placed at all doorways in Pine St. 

14. The issue of the need for all members 

and visitors to be vaccinated prior to 

entering Pine St was discussed at 

length in the light of the recent 

Queensland Government mandates.  

The Committee was unanimous in 

agreeing that this would be enforced. 

15. John Reed reported on the discussions 

had by the sub-Committee on the 

proposal to carry out a building 

extension at Pine St. 

16. John Reed reported on the Test & Tag 

project that was carried out on all 

electrical equipment and explained the 

changes in legislation that would now 

permit a staggered approach to testing 

based on the use of coloured tags. 

 
Binny Willis 
Secretary – WSQ Inc 

Treasurer’s Report 
A summary of our financial position for October 2021: 

Receipts 
Container Refunds $   285 
Interest $     13 
Memberships $1,100 
Raffle Sales $   750 
Sales Lathe $   500 
Shop Sales ($ 487) 
Workshops $1,067 
Sundry Income $   162 
 $3,390 
Less Payments 
Audit $     50 
Bank Charges $     50 
Cleaning $   240 
Library Book Purchase $     14 

Library Expenses $     27 
Rates & Taxes $   165 
Repairs & Maintenance $   464 
Telephone & Internet $   116 
Workshop Expenses $1,132 
Website Upgrade $    495 
 $2,753 
 
Net Profit/(Loss) $    637 
 
Comments on Expenses 
Shop loss due to large purchase from Vicmarc for 
shop and member orders late October.  Member 
orders are due for collection and payment early 
November 2021. 

 
Mike Dunne 
Treasurer 

Chorister Demonstration 
Sixteen members and friends turned up at WSQ 
on Saturday morning November 6 to see Ian 
Symes make one of his chorister models. 
 
Ian commenced the session by discussion his 
personal experience as a choir member over 
many years. 
 
He advised that these little models were simple 
to make, and that he tries to make each one 
different. 
 

For the demo he used Camphor Laurel for the 

body (50 mm2 x 90 mm), Tasmanian Oak (70 
mm2 x 40 mm) for the head, and Hairy Oak for 
the hat. 
 
He stated that he uses a 3-step process 
1. Select some small pieces of figured timber 
2. Match up body, hat and face 
3. Embellish with hands, face and music 

books. 

 
A Group of 6 Choristers 

 
Ian mounted the Camphor blank on the lathe 
using a drive centre and a live cone centre.  He 
used a roughing gouge to turn the blank to 
round.  Next, he used a parting tool to create a 
spigot at the tailstock end of 47 mm diameter.  
He removed the blank and centres from the 
lathe and fitted a scroll chuck which he mounted 
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the blank into.  He shaped the blank such that 
the tail stock end had a smaller diameter than 
the other end.  Ian used a parting tool to create 
a spigot just clear of the chuck jaws.  Using a 
spindle gouge, he hollowed out a couple of mm 
of waste, leaving a collar which he rounded the 
edges of.  Next, he sanded the blank and 
applied Triple E polish, except to the inside of 
the collar at the top.  Ian used a parting tool to 
shape a bevel to the bottom edge.  This creates 
a shadow line to the figure making it appear to 
be floating above the ground.  He used a 1 mm 
parting tool to cut the figure from the waste in 
the chuck. 
 

 
The Body Being Parted Off 

 
Ian inserted a drive dog in the chuck and 
mounted the Tasmanian Oak blank on the 
lathe.  The target diameter for the head is 35 
mm.  He rounded the blank with a roughing 
gouge.  Next, he created a small spigot at the 
tailstock end and reversed the blank into the 
chuck.  Using a skew chisel and a spindle 
gouge Ian created a small point about 3 mm 
above the surface.  This was to become a nose 
with a bit more work.  The next challenge was 
to create a sphere by eye without damaging the 
nose using a spindle gouge with light cuts and 
shear scraping.  He used a parting tool to 
remove waste near the chuck and then shaped 
and refined the finish so the connection to the 
timber in the chuck was greatly reduced.  Ian 
lightly sanded the blank and applied some 
finish.  He used a 1 mm parting tool to cut the 
head from the blank. 
 

 
The Head Being Parted Off 

 

Ian inserted a drive dog in the chuck and 
mounted the Hairy Oak blank on the lathe.  He 
rounded the blank with a roughing gouge.  Next, 
he created a small spigot at the tailstock end 
and reversed the blank into the chuck.  He 
reduced the diameter of the blank to be suitable 
to fit on to the head section.  Using a spindle 
gouge, he hollowed out a couple of mm of 
waste, leaving a collar which he rounded the 
edges of.  He reduced the diameter of the blank 
as he approached the chuck, in a conical 
shape.  He created a spherical shape near the 
chuck jaws, then he sanded the blank and 
applied finish.  He used a fine parting tool to 
remove the completed hat. 
 
Ian replaced the chuck with another fitted with 
pin jaws.  Using a length of dowel, he created 
spherical “hands” about 10 mm long with arms 
of 2 to 3 mm in diameter.  He made 2 of these.  
The lathe was not used any further. 
 
Ian undertook the following finishing tasks: 
▪ He created a music book out of 18 mm 

square timber stock. 
▪ He used pyrography tools to decorate the 

music book and to create eyes on the head. 
▪ Using a handheld power drill, he drilled 

holes in the 3 main components to allow 
them to be joined with small bits of dowel, 
together with glue.  The arms were also 
glued into holes drilled into the front of the 
body, and the music book was clued to the 
arms. 

 
The completed chorister is shown below. 
 

 
The Demo Piece with a Scarf to Keep it Warm 
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The audience expressed their appreciation of 
Ian’s wonderful demonstration with a hearty 
round of applause.  At the risk of seeming to 
 

trivialize the demonstration, I thought it was a 
lot of fun. 
 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor - Turning Talk 
 

 

Maintenance Monday 
On Monday 1 November, Reg Weber co-
ordinated the 6 monthly service of the lathes at 
Pine St. and a further check on the chucks.  
Many of the chucks had received care and 
attention at the Chuck Clinic that he convened 
on the first Saturday of October, but it was still 
found necessary to replace the pin stops on 2 
of them.  This just goes to show how much wear 
and tear the chucks get. 
 
We had one new apprentice to the maintenance 
gang this time – Mallick Ramlackhan – whose 
tutelage was personally undertaken by Reg 
himself.  It was very pleasing that we did have 
a new recruit, but we are certainly looking for 
many more to share the responsibility of looking 
after our equipment. 
 

 
Many thanks to stalwarts Barry Wilson, Alan 
Loxton and Harold Wiltshire who carefully 
worked their way through the checklist and 
checked the motor, belts, switches, dials, 

banjoes and tailstocks of each of the lathes.  
Wear, and particularly unusual wear, was 
carefully noted on the checklist and dealt with 
appropriately.  Generally, the lathes were in 
very good working order – the result of Reg’s 
careful maintenance program and his attention 
to safety requirements. 
 
I absolutely recommend answering Reg’s call 
for volunteers for a Maintenance Monday.  It is 
a great opportunity to learn how to maintain 
your own lathe at home and to service your own 
chucks.  It is an even greater opportunity to 
work with your fellow members to service and 
maintain our Society’s equipment to ensure that 
the huge investment is well cared for and kept 
safe for our use.  The camaraderie that 
develops by working as a team on our common 
property is also something rather special. 
 

 
Barry Wilson, Alan Loxton & Harold Wiltshire at 

work 

Binny Willis 
Secretary 

 
  

Mallick Ramlackhan watching Reg service the 
Banjo 
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20 November Show & Tell Forum 

The Show and Tell Forum for November was a 
rather quiet affair with only four of us there.  
However, it was a very interesting morning. 
 
Peter Wyer brought along his chorister made in 
the likeness of Ian Symes’ demonstration piece.  
Peter had added his own personal touches to 
the little figure and it looked quite jaunty in its 
checked scarf.  He reported that it was not 
difficult to turn, just a bit fiddley in places.  He 
also brought along three of the  exquisite 
Christmas tree decorations that he had 
prepared for his table at Mt Coot-tha. 
 

 
Peter Wyer’s chorister and tree decorations 

 

 
Don McMillan’s new texturing tool 

 
 

Don McMillan brought along a texturing tool that 
he had recently purchased from New Zealand 
for a fraction of the cost of others that are on the 
market.  It came with a range of inter-
changeable wheels, and he reported that it was 
very easy to use.  It obviously works very well if 
the effects on the lidded boxes in the picture are 
anything to go by.  He purchased it from 
Timberly, a woodworking supply store in 
Hunua, New Zealand. ( www.timberly.co.nz) . 
 
Don also brought along two works in progress 
to show examples of his basket weaving design 
skills.  Both were incomplete and so it was 
somewhat easier to understand the technique 
and the process involved in using this type of 
embellishment. 
 

 
Don McMillan’s basket weave embellishment 

 
Neil Howard has recently built himself a sand-
blasting station using bits and pieces, the actual 
chamber being a plastic tub he purchased from 
the Reject Shop.  The piece of waste timber 
shows the effect of sand-blasting on the bark of 
a piece of jacaranda.  It is very much the case 
that the photo does not do the effect justice. 
 

 
Neil Howard’s sand blasting experiment 

 

http://www.timberly.co.nz/


 Turning Talk – December 2021 

7                                                       August 2020 

Woodturners Society of Queensland Inc.  Page 13 of 16 
 

It was a very interesting morning and a great 
learning experience.  Mark 19 February in your 
2022 diary for the next Show & Tell.  Bring along 
something that you have turned or made, or a 
tool that you have made or recently been gifted 
or purchased, or a problem with a piece that it 

not going to plan.  Or just yourself, to listen to 
the discussion and learn from your fellow 
members.  It is always a morning well spent 
 
Binny Willis 
Secretary 

 

Market Day Opportunities 
 
A not unexpected outcome from the Covid-19 
pandemic has been the disruption of 
international supply chains that has forced 
people to be more focused on purchasing 
locally made products.  Nationally, people are 
seeking out local suppliers and more 
sustainable options over low-cost, mass-
produced items from overseas manufacturers.  
Wooden, hand-made items are a “natural" in 
this environment. 
 
Locally, our community is no different.  
Everyone is motivated to “Buy Local”, and 
organisations are arranging activities to support 
local craft/artisan/suppliers. 
 
WSQ has been invited to participate in two local 
community Market Days in the next 2 weeks - 
one at Bunnings Mt Gravatt (Cnr Creek and 
Wecker Roads, 9 December, 6-9PM) and the 
other at Weller’s Hill Bowls Club (12 December, 
10AM-4PM).  These events are an ideal 
opportunity for us to get some valuable local 
community exposure and maybe raise a few 
dollars for WSQ at the same time. 
 
To participate we need some of your turned 
items to sell and a few good men/women to sell 
them. 

We are looking for donations of turned items or 
wood working projects, suitable for sale at a 
Market.  Those unsold items from Mt Coot-tha 
might be a good start. Xmas tree decorations, 
small boxes, bowls, platters, spinning tops, 
pens, mice, rolling pins, cutting boards, pencil 
cases - anything that might appeal to people 
purchasing for family and friends at this festive 
time.  The Toy Group have already generously 
supplied a variety of toys.  I’m sure they will be 
in hot demand. 
 
I have also been generously loaned some 
quality ‘not for sale’ items that show-case our 
craft, to exhibit on the days.  These beautiful 
objects may just motivate a local to join our 
group or get involved in woodworking. 
 
Time is short, so can you please leave your 
items at Pine Street on or before 7 December.  
If you are able to lend a hand on the day, please 
contact me on any of the following: 
 
Phone 07 3823 5116 
Mobile 0438 00 3646 
E-mail haroldwiltshire@me.com 
 
Harold Wiltshire 
WSQ Member 

Justice of the Peace Services 
Philip Oostenbroek has offered to provide JP services at the WSQ clubhouse on Tuesday mornings.  If 
you require such services, please contact Philip. 
 
Geoff Holbeck 
Editor – Turning Talk 
 

 
  

mailto:haroldwiltshire@me.com
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All contributions for the February 2022 edition of Turning Talk need to be submitted by no 
later than Friday 28 January 2022. 

The views expressed in this publication are 
not necessarily those of the Woodturners 
Society of Queensland or its Management 
Committee. 
Other organisations are welcome to use, with 
appropriate acknowledgement, editorial 
material from this publication. 

You’re invited to contribute to the content of TT. 
To do so, preferably by Email: 
gholbeck@hotmail.com  
  

Council Library Displays 
 
John Byrne and I would like to express our 
appreciation and gratitude to those members 
who have loaned us some of their wonderful, 
turned items to use in our library displays for 
another year.  Thank you very much.  The 
library staff we deal with all comment about how 
much their customers like and comment 
favourably about our displays. 
 

We are always on the lookout for new 
display items … Please. 
 

Month Northside Southside 

November Banyo Annerley 

December Zillmere Fairfield 

January Toowong Fairfield 

 
Geoff Holbeck & John Byrne 
Library Display Coordinators

Membership Matters 
 
 
 
 
 

Please give the new members a cheery hello and introduce yourselves when you see them at the 
club. 
 
Alwyn Clark 
Membership Secretary 

How to Access Zoom Connection  

to WSQ Demonstrations/Sessions 
WSQ Conference is inviting you to a 
scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: WSQ Demonstration 
        Every month on the First Sat, until Jan 1, 
2022, 7 occurrence(s) 
        Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84114973458?pwd
=SSsxaWljczlLVkU4dEhGcjlGdS9Mdz09 
Meeting ID: 841 1497 3458 
Passcode: 972342 
One tap mobile 
+61731853730,,84114973458#,,,,*972342# 
Australia 

+61861193900,,84114973458#,,,,*972342# 
Australia 
 
Dial by your location 
        +61 7 3185 3730 Australia 
Meeting ID: 841 1497 3458 
Passcode: 972342 
Find your local number: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kAykeH0as 

 
Ian Symes 
WSQ Member 

  

Birthdays for November New Members (Suburb) 

▪ Brian Underwood 
▪ Nadine Loof 
▪ Jeanette Donaldson 
▪ Terry Hinton 
▪ Brian Creese 

▪ Alwyn Clark 

▪ Jason Dickson Carina 4152 
▪ Lucas Watts Tarragindi 4221 
▪ Graham Chen Mt Ommaney 

4074 
▪ Murray Ralph Mitchelton 4053 
▪ Mark Goodall Kedron 4031 
▪ Geoff Lindsey Hillcrest 4118 

▪ John Lindsay Stones Corner 
4120 

mailto:gholbeck@hotmail.com
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84114973458%3Fpwd%3DSSsxaWljczlLVkU4dEhGcjlGdS9Mdz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9dca448a3905485fcfce08d96cc3d354%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637660410590264144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7ov1hYiLQAvatFNcdE5Tu%2FHmdywZ4ppgFbG66%2FO6Q1M%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84114973458%3Fpwd%3DSSsxaWljczlLVkU4dEhGcjlGdS9Mdz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9dca448a3905485fcfce08d96cc3d354%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637660410590264144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7ov1hYiLQAvatFNcdE5Tu%2FHmdywZ4ppgFbG66%2FO6Q1M%3D&reserved=0
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fu%2FkAykeH0as&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9dca448a3905485fcfce08d96cc3d354%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637660410590274103%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BuTthnzGLxkISN1%2F6wlX5Mcc4qTBXa%2BR0SCs6ntLvnM%3D&reserved=0
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Assistant Editor Bluebell Holbeck hard at 
work planning the next edition of Turning 

Talk 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 


